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Abstract: This article analyzes the role and significance of music theory in the modern
education system from a scientific and pedagogical perspective. The possibilities of music
theory in developing students' musical literacy, aesthetic taste, creative thinking, and musical
perception are highlighted. It also examines the effectiveness of using innovative pedagogical
technologies, interactive methods, and digital educational tools in teaching music theory. The
article also provides recommendations for improving music theory in accordance with modern
educational requirements.
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Introduction

Today's processes of globalization and informatization place the task of educating a
comprehensively mature, independent-thinking individual with a creative and aesthetic
worldview before the education system. Modern education should no longer be limited to
providing knowledge, but should also serve to develop students' thinking, taste, spiritual world,
creative abilities, and cultural level. From this perspective, music education, especially music
theory, plays an importantrole in the artistic and aesthetic education of the younger generation.

Music has long been a means of education as an art form that directly influences the
human psyche. However, listening or performance skills alone are not enough to deeply
understand music, feel its essence, and creatively interpret it. At the same time, music theory
serves as an important scientific and practical basis. Through music theory, the student
understands musical means of expression such as sound, rhythm, mode, interval, chord, form,
and dynamics, understands the internal structure of a musical work, and begins to consciously
perceive it.

The significance of music theory in the modern education system lies in the fact that,
alongside the formation of a student's musical literacy, it develops their logical thinking,
auditory memory, attention, imagination, and creative approach. Music theory classes
transform the student from an ordinary listener into an active musical thinker. That is, the
student not only listens to the musical work but also analyzes it, understands its structure,
distinguishes means of expression, and strives to understand its artistic content.

Today, the use of a competency-based approach, innovative pedagogical technologies,
interactive methods, and digital tools in the educational process is expanding. This process also
requires a new approach to teaching music theory. Traditional lessons based on explanation
and memorization are being replaced by lessons based on practical analysis, creative tasks,
musical projects, multimedia materials, and the use of digital notation programs. Such an
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approach increases students' interest in the subject and creates an opportunity to link
theoretical knowledge with practical activity.

In modern education, music theory is of great importance not only for vocational music
education but also for the system of general secondary education, extracurricular education,
and higher pedagogical education. This is because musical literacy is closely linked to a person's
general culture, aesthetic taste, and spiritual maturity. A student who has thoroughly mastered
music theory will gain a deeper understanding of national and world musical heritage, develop
a conscious attitude toward art, and strive to demonstrate their creative potential.

In particular, the role of music theory in the study of our national musical heritage is
incomparable. Uzbek folk songs and melodies, the art of maqom, and examples of traditional
performance have their own unique rhythm, style, melody, and form. Their theoretical analysis
fosters students' respect for national culture, historical memory, and artistic thinking. Thus,
music theory is an important pedagogical tool for understanding national values and instilling
them into the minds of the younger generation.

Discussion

Analyzing the role and significance of music theory in the modern education system
requires, first and foremost, a broader understanding of its functions in the educational process.
This is because music theory is not limited to teaching musical notation or memorizing musical
terms. It serves the student's conscious perception of music, the analysis of the heard work, the
use of theoretical knowledge in the performance process, and the formation of their own
creative attitude. In this regard, music theory appears as an important discipline in modern
education, combining knowledge, skills, abilities, and competencies.

In today's education system, a student's activity, independent thinking, and creativity are
considered among the primary criteria. Under these conditions, the teaching of music theory
must move away from the traditional approach and be enriched with practical, creative, and
analytical activities. For example, describing intervals, chords, modes, or rhythmic structures
only as a theoretical concept does not form sufficiently solid knowledge in the reader's mind.
On the contrary, teaching these concepts through listening, singing, instrumental performance,
and analysis using musical works as examples helps in a deeper understanding of their content.

One of the important aspects of music theory is that it forms the musical thinking of the
student. Musical thinking arises through the understanding of the connection between sounds,
melodies, rhythms, and forms. When a student listens to a musical work and can distinguish its
mood, tempo, mode, rhythmic structure, and artistic idea, it indicates that their theoretical
knowledge is linked to practical perception. Thus, music theory is one of the primary tools that
lead music from the level of "hearing" to "understanding.”

The significance of music theory in modern education is also directly linked to the
competency-based approach. The competency-based approach requires the student to be able
to apply acquired knowledge in life and practical situations. Within the framework of music
theory, this is manifested through the student's ability to read the musical text, understand the
rhythmic structure, analyze the direction of the melody, understand dynamic signs during
performance, and correctly interpret the musical image. Therefore, music theory forms not only
theoretical knowledge but also practical musical competence in the student.

Another important issue to be discussed is the use of innovative pedagogical technologies
in teaching music theory. Today, opportunities for using multimedia tools, electronic textbooks,
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audio-visual materials, digital music programs, and online educational platforms are expanding
during the lesson process. These tools help master musical concepts through visual, auditory,
and practical experience. For example, when studying the topic of rhythm, listening to and
repeating various rhythmic formulas through interactive programs, and directly listening to
their sound on the topic of chords, further strengthens the student's knowledge.

However, it should not be forgotten that innovative technologies are only an auxiliary tool
in teaching music theory. They yield effective results only when combined with the teacher's
pedagogical skills, methodological approach, and creative organization. This is because live
performance, direct communication, emotional impact, and a creative environment are of
particular importance in music education. Therefore, modern technologies should not negate
traditional musical and pedagogical experience, but rather enrich and improve it.

The role of music theory in the modern education system is also closely linked to national
culture and spiritual education. Uzbek musical heritage, particularly folk songs, maqom art,
traditional melodies, and compositional creativity, has a deep theoretical foundation. When
studying them, the analysis of modes, methods, melodies, forms, and performance features
forms a conscious attitude toward national music in students. This serves to develop respect
for national values, aesthetic taste, and cultural memory in the younger generation.

Music theory also has a positive impact on the general intellectual development of
students. Rhythmic exercises strengthen attention and memory, reading sheet music develops
logical thinking, and analyzing musical form activates analytical thinking. In this regard, music
theory is valuable not only as an artistic science but also as a pedagogical tool that serves the
general development of the individual.

During the discussion of the topic, certain problems in teaching music theory cannot be
overlooked. In practice, music theory is sometimes perceived as a complex, dry, and boring
subject for students. The main reason for this is the insufficient connection of theoretical
concepts with life, practical and creative activities. If theoretical knowledge is combined during
the lesson with listening to music, performance, analysis, creative assignments, and group
activities, students' interest increases significantly.

In addition, an individual approach is important in music theory lessons. Each student has
a different level of musical hearing, sense of rhythm, performance experience, and interest.
Therefore, the teacher should use differentiated tasks, creative exercises, and step-by-step
teaching methods during the lesson. This approach creates conditions for students to develop
in accordance with their capabilities. Another important aspect is that music theory should
ensure the harmony of theory and practice in the educational process. If theoretical knowledge
is separated from practical activity, it becomes an abstract concept for the student. On the
contrary, if practical performance is enriched with a theoretical basis, the student will
understand the musical work more deeply and perform it meaningfully. Therefore, in music
theory lessons, it is advisable to organize listening, singing, performing rhythmic exercises,
reading the sheet music text, analyzing the work, and creative assignments in an organic
connection.

Theoretical basis

Music theory is one of the important directions forming the scientific and methodological
foundation of music education. It serves to understand the structure, means of expression,
patterns, formation process, and artistic content of music. Any musical activity—listening,
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singing, playing an instrument, creating a work, or analyzing it—relyes to a certain extent on
theoretical knowledge. For this reason, music theory is considered one of the fundamental
disciplines in the modern education system that forms students' musical literacy, aesthetic
perception, and creative thinking.

The theoretical foundations of music theory begin, first and foremost, with knowledge of
musical sound. The pitch, duration, power, and timbre of the sound are the primary means of
creating a musical image. By understanding these concepts, the reader approaches the
understanding of the internal content of the musical work. For example, the pitch determines
the direction of the melody, the rhythm expresses movement and tempo, and the timbre
ensures the diversity of the musical image. Thus, music theory directs the student toward the
conscious perception of musical phenomena.

Theoretically, music consists of a system of basic concepts such as rhythm, meter, mode,
tonality, interval, chord, melody, harmony, form, and texture. These concepts reveal the internal
laws of music. Rhythm and meter determine the order of the musical movement, mode and
tonality form the emotional content of the melody, and intervals and chords express the
relationship between sounds. The musical form helps to understand the general structure of
the work, the connection between the parts and the process of development of the artistic idea.

Music theory is also of great importance from a pedagogical point of view. This is because
it develops not only students' knowledge but also their musical thinking and practical skills.
Musical thinking is formed through the understanding of the system of sounds, melodic
movement, rhythmic structure, and artistic image. In this process, the student acts not only as
a listener of the musical work but also as a person who understands, analyzes, and evaluates it.

The role of music theory in the modern education system is directly linked to the
competency-based approach. The competency-based approach requires the student to be able
to apply the acquired knowledge in practical activities. Within the framework of music theory,
this manifests in processes such as reading the musical text, performing rhythmic exercises,
analyzing the melodic structure, understanding musical symbols, and explaining the formal and
figurative features of the work. Thus, music theory serves as an important tool for linking
theory and practice in the formation of a student's musical competence.

Another important theoretical basis of music theory is related to aesthetic education.
Music exerts a strong influence on a person's emotional world, shaping a sense of beauty, a
sense of artistic image, and a conscious attitude toward art. However, aesthetic perception does
not fully develop on its own; it is formed in the process of purposeful education and upbringing.
Music theory serves to develop aesthetic taste, allowing the reader to understand the structure,
means of expression, and content of the work.

Music theory also serves as a theoretical and methodological basis for studying the
national musical heritage. Uzbek folk songs, the art of maqom, traditional melodies, and
compositional creativity possess unique modes, techniques, melodies, forms, and performance
characteristics. The theoretical analysis of these features forms national musical thinking in
students. In particular, music theory is of great importance in understanding the complex
system of modes and methods of maqom art, the development of melody, and the world of
images.

When covering the theoretical foundations, it is necessary to pay attention to the
psychological aspects of music education. In the process of mastering music theory, students
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develop auditory memory, attention, imagination, emotional sensitivity, and logical thinking
abilities. For example, the process of reading notes combines visual, auditory, and motor
movements; while rhythmic exercises strengthen attention and coordination. This means that
music theory influences not only musical but also general intellectual development.

In modern pedagogy, teaching music theory is understood not only as the transfer of
ready-made knowledge but also as the process of engaging the student in active musical
activity. Interactive methods, creative tasks, problem-based questions, musical analysis, and
practical exercises develop students' independent thinking and creative approach. This
requires the updating of music theory in accordance with modern educational requirements.

Furthermore, information and communication technologies are expanding the theoretical

and practical possibilities of teaching music theory. Digital music software, audio-visual
materials, interactive platforms, and multimedia tools help master musical concepts through
visual, auditory, and practical experience. Such tools increase the student's interest in the topic
and make it possible to convey complex theoretical concepts in a simple and understandable
form.
Consequently, the theoretical foundations of music theory are inextricably linked to the system
of musical knowledge, pedagogical approaches, aesthetic education, psychological
development, and modern technological capabilities. It serves as an important scientific and
pedagogical basis for forming students' musical literacy in the modern education system,
developing their creative thinking, understanding national and world musical heritage, and
establishing a conscious attitude toward art..
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