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Abstract. This article analyzes the pedagogical, didactic, and educational significance of
teaching Uzbek folklore in school education. It highlights the role of folklore samples in
fostering respect for national values, moral and ethical qualities, as well as communicative and
civic competencies among students. The article also scientifically substantiates effective
methods of teaching folklore works through modern educational technologies and examines
their impact on students’ social-emotional development. The research findings indicate that the
purposeful use of Uzbek folklore in the educational process contributes to students’
understanding of their national identity, improvement of functional literacy, and development
as well-rounded individuals.
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Introduction

Global trends in the development of educational systems demonstrate that educating the
younger generation in the spirit of national and universal values and fostering their moral and
ethical competencies constitute one of the most pressing issues of contemporary education.
The acceleration of globalization processes, the rapid growth of information flows, and the
intensification of intercultural integration have significantly increased the need for preserving
cultural heritage, strengthening national identity, and transmitting it from one generation to
another. From this perspective, the effective integration of folklore into the educational process
serves as an important factor in enriching students’ spiritual world, developing their national
consciousness, and shaping their cultural identity.

Worldwide, research conducted in the fields of folklore studies, ethnopedagogy, and
linguodidactics extensively explores the educational, aesthetic, and didactic potential of
folklore. Particular attention is paid to the role of fairy tales, proverbs, riddles, legends, and
epics in developing students’ communicative competence, creative thinking, critical reasoning
skills, and social-emotional abilities. Teaching folklore through modern pedagogical
technologies contributes to increasing students’ learning motivation and enhancing
educational effectiveness.

In the Republic of Uzbekistan, large-scale reforms are being implemented to modernize
the education system, educate young people on the basis of national values, and improve the
content of native language and literature instruction. The National Curriculum identifies the
development of communicative, cultural, and civic competencies as a priority objective. In
achieving these goals, the use of Uzbek folklore serves as an important methodological tool, as
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it embodies the historical memory, spiritual experience, and moral values of the nation and
represents a unique cultural heritage.

Educational and Pedagogical Potential of Uzbek Folklore

For centuries, Uzbek folklore has reflected the life experience, worldview, and aesthetic
ideals of the people. Folklore encompasses various genres, including fairy tales, proverbs,
sayings, riddles, narratives, legends, epics, and folk songs. Each of these genres possesses
distinctive linguistic, pragmatic, and didactic characteristics.

The study of folklore in school education contributes significantly to students’ moral and
ethical development. Fairy tales portray the conflict between good and evil, proverbs convey
the wisdom of the people, while epics embody ideas of patriotism and heroism. As a result,
students develop such qualities as justice, honesty, diligence, and humanism.

In addition to its educational function, folklore also performs an instructional function. It
enriches students’ vocabulary, develops their speech culture, and helps them understand the
semantic potential of linguistic units. In particular, the study of proverbs and sayings enables
students to gain a deeper understanding of figurative language, metaphorical expressions, and
symbolic meanings.

Folklore and the Competency-Based Approach

Today, the competency-based approach is recognized as one of the fundamental
methodological principles of education. This approach focuses not only on acquiring knowledge
but also on applying knowledge and skills effectively in real-life situations.

The study of folklore plays a significant role in the development of communicative
competence. Activities such as retelling fairy tales, interpreting the meanings of proverbs, and
analyzing the actions of epic heroes contribute to the development of students’ oral and written
communication skills.

Furthermore, folklore materials serve as an effective means of fostering social-emotional
competencies. Evaluating characters’ behavior, expressing opinions about events, and
discussing problem situations help students develop empathy, cooperation, and a sense of
responsibility.

Folklore also plays an important role in the formation of civic competence. Through epics
and historical narratives, students develop patriotism, national pride, and respect for historical
memory.

Teaching Folklore Through Modern Educational Technologies

In the era of rapidly developing digital technologies, there is a growing need to improve
the methodology of teaching folklore. Alongside traditional methods, the use of interactive
teaching strategies, multimedia resources, and information and communication technologies
enhances educational effectiveness.

For example, electronic presentations, video materials, audio recordings, and digital
platforms make the study of folklore more engaging and attractive for students. Educational
techniques such as clustering, brainstorming, concept mapping, debates, and project-based
learning facilitate the analysis of folklore texts and promote the development of critical and
creative thinking skills.

In accordance with the requirements of the National Curriculum, connecting folklore
materials with real-life situations is considered an important methodological approach. This
contributes significantly to improving students’ functional literacy.
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The Role of Folklore in Shaping National Identity

National identity reflects an individual’s sense of belonging to a particular nation, culture,
and history. Uzbek folklore serves as an important source for the formation of such
identification processes among younger generations.

Folklore works embody the customs, traditions, values, and worldview of the people.
Through studying these works, students gain a deeper understanding of national culture and
learn to respect the spiritual heritage of their nation.

Particularly in the context of globalization, the preservation and development of national
culture have become increasingly important. Therefore, the extensive use of folklore in school
education is regarded as a significant pedagogical factor in fostering students’ awareness of
their national identity.

Conclusion

In conclusion, teaching Uzbek folklore in school education serves as an effective means of
developing students’ moral, aesthetic, communicative, and civic competencies. The national
values, ethical principles, and life experiences embedded in folklore play a crucial role in the
upbringing of younger generations.

In the modern educational system, teaching folklore through innovative pedagogical
technologies contributes to improving educational quality, enhancing students’ learning
motivation, and strengthening their national identity. Therefore, the purposeful and systematic
use of folklore materials in native language and literature instruction should be recognized as
one of the priority tasks of contemporary education
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