INTERNATIONAL BULLETIN OF APPLIED SCIENCE IBAST

AND TECHNOLOGY IF = 9.2 ISSN: 2750-3402
IBAST THE GREAT SILK ROAD: A HISTORICAL BRIDGE

'"Eﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁig%?n}.gcﬂlllufytin CONNECTING THE EAST AND THE WEST
S ~ Shahnozakhon Adikhamovna Abduvaliyeva
Principal of Secondary School No. 4, Quvasoy City, Fergana Region
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.20181863

Abstract:
This article provides information about the emergence, routes, and historical significance
of the Great Silk Road, which left a profound mark on the history of many countries around the
world. Based on the analysis of existing sources and scholarly literature, the study
comprehensively highlights the role and importance of this trade route in the history of Uzbek
statehood.
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Introduction

The Great Silk Road has left an indelible mark on history as one of the most ancient and
significant transport and communication systems connecting human civilizations. It served as
a geopolitical, economic, and cultural “bridge” linking the East and the West. Beginning its
active operation from the 2nd century BCE, this route closely connected various regions of
Europe, Asia, and even Africa, thereby stimulating the development of global trade, diplomatic
relations, and cultural exchange.

The Great Silk Road was not limited solely to the trade of silk, spices, or precious stones.
Through this route, philosophical ideas, religious movements, scientific achievements, literary
heritage, and diverse cultures interacted with one another. This process created mechanisms
of mutual influence and enrichment in the development of human civilization.

In this article, ancient sources, archaeological findings, and written manuscripts were
analyzed through a historical-comparative approach. In addition, the role of different peoples
and historical periods in the Silk Road process was studied through a civilizational approach.
Using the method of systematic analysis, such spheres as trade, politics, culture, and science
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were examined not separately, but as components of an integrated system.

Literature Review

The Great Silk Road has long attracted the attention of historians, archaeologists,
economists, and cultural scholars as one of the most significant communication and trade
networks in human history. Numerous studies have examined its economic, political, and
cultural importance from different methodological perspectives. Existing scholarly literature
demonstrates that the Silk Road served not only as a trade route but also as a unique
mechanism of intercultural dialogue and civilizational interaction.

Among the early scholars who scientifically introduced the concept of the “Silk Road”
into academic circulation was Ferdinand von Richthofen. In the nineteenth century, he used
the term Seidenstrafie (“Silk Road”) to desWe ancient trade routes connecting China
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with Central Asia and Europe. Richthofen’s research laid the foundation for subsequent
studies devoted to the geography and historical significance of the Silk Road.

The Chinese diplomat and traveler Zhang Qian also occupies an important place in the
historiography of the Silk Road. Historical chronicles describe his diplomatic missions to
Central Asia during the reign of Emperor Emperor Wu of Han in the second century BCE. These
journeys contributed greatly to the establishment of official trade and political relations
between China and the Western regions. Chinese historical sources such as the Shiji and the
Book of Han provide valuable information about the early formation of Silk Road routes.

Anumber of Western scholars have analyzed the Silk Road from the perspective of global
history and intercultural exchange. In particular, Peter Frankopan, in his work The Silk Roads:
A New History of the World, emphasizes that Central Asia occupied a central rather than
peripheral position in world civilization. According to the author, the Silk Road was not merely
a commercial route but also a strategic space where religions, scientific knowledge,
technologies, and political ideas intersected.

Research conducted by Central Asian scholars pays special attention to the role of the
Silk Road in the development of Uzbek statehood and urban civilization. Uzbek historians
emphasize that ancient cities such as Samarkand, Bukhara, Khiva, and Termez became major
centers of trade, science, craftsmanship, and diplomacy due to their strategic locations along
the Silk Road. Archaeological excavations in these regions confirm the existence of active
economic and cultural exchanges between East and West.

Many studies also focus on the cultural and scientific influence of the Silk Road. Scholars
note that through this route Buddhism, Islam, and Christianity spread across vast territories,
while scientific achievements in astronomy, medicine, mathematics, and philosophy
circulated among civilizations. The scientific heritage of thinkers such as Al-Farabi, Al-Biruni,
Ibn Sina, and Ulugh Beg is often examined within the context of Silk Road intellectual
exchange.

Modern research increasingly explores the contemporary relevance of the Silk Road
concept. In recent years, scholars have connected the historical significance of the Silk Road
with modern international projects such as the Belt and Road Initiative. Researchers argue
that the revival of Silk Road connectivity contributes to regional cooperation, economic
integration, infrastructure development, and cultural diplomacy in Eurasia.

Overall, the analysis of existing literature demonstrates that the Great Silk Road should
be understood not only as an ancient trade network but also as a multidimensional
civilizational phenomenon that played a decisive role in shaping global historical
development.

Results and discussion

It is well known from human history that trade has always played a significant role in
human life. Trade not only improved the economic condition of states but also enhanced the
welfare and living standards of the population. Throughout different historical periods, rulers
of various countries sought to ensure the safety and stability of trade routes passing through
their territories. Among the most famous and important caravan trade routes was the Great
Silk Road.

Historical evidence shows that even before the emergence of the Great Silk Road, there
were already trade connections between the Eastern and Western states. These included the
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Gold Road, the Jade Road, the Desert Road, and the Lapis Lazuli Road. Speaking about the
history of the Lapis Lazuli Road, it originated during the Bronze Age. One of its branches
connected Badakhshan, Bactria, and Margiana with Khorezm, Sogdiana, Central Kazakhstan,
and the Ural region. This route began in the Pamir Mountains and passed through Iran, the
Ancient Near East, and Egypt. The discovery of Badakhshan lapis lazuli in the Indus Valley,
Mesopotamia, and Egypt demonstrates the great value attached to this precious stone in the
Ancient East.

The Great Silk Road created opportunities not only for economic relations between
Eastern and Western states but also for cultural exchange and the growth of spiritual and
intellectual outlooks. It left a significant trace in the history of many nations around the world.
The term “Great Silk Road” is associated with silk, which was one of the principal goods
transported along this route.

Numerous legends were created in China regarding the origin of silk fiber. According to
one legend, in 2698 BCE, and according to another, in 2600 BCE, the Chinese princess Xi Ling
Shi was drinking tea under the shade of mulberry trees in a garden when a silkworm cocoon
accidentally fell into her cup and began to unravel into delicate threads. Although Princess Xi
attempted to gather the silk fibers, she could not fully manage them. The Chinese people
associated the discovery of silk thread with the Heavenly Goddess Xi Ling Shi.

The Great Silk Road also created broad opportunities for diplomatic missions. States
such as China, India, Iran, the Arab Caliphate, the Roman Empire, and Byzantium exchanged
ambassadors and representatives. At the same time, the route served as an important means
of ensuring interstate peace and stability. In some cases, however, political rivalry intensified
among powerful empires seeking control over the route.

The Role of the Silk Road in Cultural Relations

The Great Silk Road became a channel through which cultures intersected and interacted
among different peoples. Through this route:

Religions spread widely: Buddhism expanded from India to China and Central Asia; Islam
spread from Central Asia to Eastern and Southern Asia; and Christianity penetrated various
regions through the Near East.

Science: Ancient Greek philosophy, Arab mathematics and astronomy, Indian medicine,
and Chinese inventions such as paper, the compass, and gunpowder spread widely through the
Silk Road.

Art and Literature: Manuscripts, objects of applied art, and musical instruments were
disseminated among nations as part of a shared cultural heritage, leading to a process of mutual
enrichment and cultural interaction.

The scholars and thinkers of Central Asia — such as Al-Farabi, Al-Biruni, Ibn Sina, and
Ulugh Beg — widely disseminated their scientific achievements through the Great Silk Road
and made an unparalleled contribution to the exchange of knowledge among civilizations.

The Contemporary Significance of the Great Silk Road

In the 21st century, the legacy of the Great Silk Road is being revived in a modern form.
The “One Belt, One Road” initiative is creating a strong foundation not only for economic
integration but also for cultural diplomacy and international cooperation. Through this
initiative, new transport corridors, logistics centers, energy projects, and infrastructure
networks are being developed.
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Therefore, the Great Silk Road is regarded not only as a historical heritage but also as one
of the fundamental pillars of contemporary global development.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Great Silk Road played an exceptional role in the development of world
civilization as a major historical bridge connecting the East and the West. It was not merely a
network of trade routes but also a powerful mechanism for economic cooperation, political
relations, scientific exchange, and cultural interaction among different peoples and
civilizations. Through this route, goods, technologies, religious beliefs, philosophical ideas, and
cultural traditions spread across vast territories, contributing significantly to human progress.

The analysis of historical sources and scholarly literature demonstrates that the peoples
of Central Asia occupied an important place in the Silk Road system. Ancient cities located in
present-day Uzbekistan became major centers of commerce, science, diplomacy, and culture.
The scientific and cultural heritage created by Central Asian scholars and thinkers greatly
enriched world civilization and strengthened intercultural dialogue.

Furthermore, the Great Silk Road promoted peaceful relations and mutual understanding
among nations by creating conditions for continuous communication and cooperation.
Although political competition sometimes emerged over control of the route, its overall
historical mission was associated with integration and connectivity.

Today, the historical legacy of the Great Silk Road continues to maintain its relevance in
the context of globalization and international cooperation. Modern transport and economic
projects inspired by the Silk Road concept are contributing to regional integration,
infrastructure development, and cultural diplomacy. Therefore, the Great Silk Road should be
regarded not only as an important historical phenomenon but also as a symbol of dialogue,
cooperation, and shared development among nations in the modern world.
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