INTERNATIONAL BULLETIN OF APPLIED SCIENCE IBAST

AND TECHNOLOGY IF=9.2 ISSN: 2750-3402

IBAST CONSTITUTIONAL AND LEGAL REGULATION OF
Aot I COOPERATION BETWEEN INTERNAL AFFAIRS BODIES
s —..  AND THE "MAHALLA SEVEN" IN ENSURING THE RIGHTS
AND FREEDOMS OF CITIZENS

Mexmonali Suvankulov
Head of the Department of Legal Sciences, Institute for Advanced
Training of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of
Uzbekistan, Candidate of Legal Sciences, Professor
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.20140963

Abstract. This article analyzes the constitutional and legal foundations of the cooperation
between internal affairs bodies and the "mahalla seven" in ensuring the rights and freedoms of
citizens. It also highlights the legal mechanisms of this cooperation in protecting the
inviolability of property, safeguarding the constitutional order, upholding the rule of law, and
guaranteeing the security of the individual, society, and the state. Based on the research,
practical recommendations for improving this cooperation have been developed.
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The relevance of this topic is determined by the formation of a new governance system in
the Republic of Uzbekistan, resulting from constitutional reforms aimed at ensuring human
rights and freedoms, strengthening the rule of law, and guaranteeing public security. In
particular, the importance of cooperation between internal affairs bodies and citizens' self-
governing bodies is growing in terms of protecting the inviolability of property, safeguarding
the constitutional order, upholding the rule of law, and guaranteeing the security of the
individual, society, and the state.

Today, a comprehensive approach is required in areas such as protecting the property
rights of individuals and legal entities, preventing offenses, maintaining public order,
countering extremism and terrorism, protecting the population from information attacks, and
combating corruption. This necessitates the further improvement of systematic and effective
cooperation mechanisms between state bodies and local self-governing institutions.

At the same time, issues concerning the clear demarcation of powers between internal
affairs bodies and mahalla institutions in the practical application of constitutional normes,
mutual information exchange, and the effectiveness of preventive activities require in-depth
academic study. These circumstances indicate the need to improve the legal framework in this
sphere, analyze existing mechanisms, and develop new scholarly approaches.

From this perspective, researching the constitutional and legal regulation of cooperation
between internal affairs bodies and citizens' self-governing bodies is of great importance today,
not only theoretically but also practically, as it contributes to the further development of a rule-
of-law state and civil society in the country.

Norms defining cooperation in the field of protecting the property of individuals and legal
entities. Article 40 of the Constitution of the Republic of Uzbekistan enshrines the right of
everyone to own property, while Article 65 states that private property is inviolable, and an
owner cannot be deprived of their property except in cases and according to the procedure
established by law and without a court decision.
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Ensuring the property rights of citizens enshrined in the Constitution is carried out on the
basis of interaction between internal affairs bodies and citizens' self-government bodies, and
this activity is regulated by legislation. Specifically, Article 2 of the Law "On Internal Affairs
Bodies" defines the protection of the property of individuals and legal entities from various
encroachments as one of the primary tasks of the internal affairs bodies, while Paragraph 9 of
Article 4 states that the protection of state facilities, especially important and categorized
facilities, as well as the property of individuals and legal entities, is one of the main areas of
their activities.

Also, in accordance with Article 13 of the Law "On Citizens' Self-Government Bodies," the
Kengash of the citizens' assembly is authorized to assist internal affairs bodies in exercising
control over the use of private property belonging to individuals and legal entities in the
relevant territory[3].

Norms defining cooperation in the field of protecting the constitutional order. The new
edition of the Constitution of the Republic of Uzbekistan stipulates that state power is exercised
solely in the interests of the people and by bodies authorized by the Constitution and laws. It is
also noted that the misappropriation of state power powers, the suspension or termination of
the activities of government bodies, and the creation of new and parallel government structures
in a manner not provided for by the Constitution are unconstitutional and entail liability in
accordance with the law (Article 7).

Furthermore, it is enshrined that only the Oliy Majlis and the President elected by the
people of Uzbekistan may act on their behalf, that certain segments of society or political and
social associations may not act on behalf of the people (Article 10), and that human rights and
freedoms may be restricted only in cases established by law and for the purpose of protecting
the constitutional order, public safety, and the rights of others (Article 21).

Furthermore, actions aimed at the violent change of the constitutional order, activities
threatening state sovereignty and security, the promotion of war, national and religious enmity,
as well as the creation and activities of political parties and organizations in this direction, are
strictly prohibited (Article 71).

In the implementation of these constitutional norms, internal affairs bodies and citizens'
self-government bodies cooperate within the powers established by law. This will serve to
ensure the stability of the constitutional order in the country, strengthen public safety, and
maintain law and order.

Norms defining cooperation in the field of ensuring the rule of law. The new edition of the
Constitution of the Republic of Uzbekistan enshrines the unconditional recognition of the
supremacy of the Constitution and laws, the supreme legal force of constitutional norms
throughout the country, their direct effect, and the formation of a unified legal space.

Furthermore, in accordance with the Constitution and laws, state bodies, other
organizations, officials, civil society institutions, and all citizens are obliged to carry out their
activities based on legal norms (Article 15). Furthermore, it states that every citizen is obliged
to comply with the Constitution and laws, and to respect the rights and freedoms, honor, and
dignity of others (Article 60).

In the practical implementation of these constitutional provisions, internal affairs bodies
and citizens' self-government bodies shall cooperate within their powers. This cooperation
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contributes to ensuring the rule of law in society, preventing offenses, and strengthening law
and order.

In this regard, the rule of law is enshrined as a fundamental principle in the legislation
regulating the activities of internal affairs bodies[4] and citizens' self-government bodies[5],
which constitutes the legal basis for their interaction.

Norms defining cooperation in the field of ensuring the security of the individual, society,
and the state. In accordance with the new edition of the Constitution of the Republic of
Uzbekistan:

first, the Republic of Uzbekistan guarantees the protection and protection of its citizens
both on its territory and abroad (Article 23);

secondly, necessary measures are taken to ensure the rights of the individual to life,
health, and liberty, as well as the inviolability of property and residence (Articles 25-35);

thirdly, the social activity of citizens is guaranteed to be carried out in the form of rallies,
meetings, and demonstrations, while such events may be restricted or prohibited only for
security reasons in accordance with the law (Article 38).

These constitutional provisions serve to ensure the security of the individual, society, and
the state through cooperative activities carried out by internal affairs bodies and citizens' self-
government bodies within the powers established by law.

Including:

a) ensuring the rights to life, health, and liberty, as well as the inviolability of property and
residence, is carried out in cooperation with the functions of internal affairs bodies such as
prevention, inquiry, operational-search, and preliminary investigation, as well as the chairman
of the citizens' assembly, members of the council, the mahalla seven, and public patrol groups
[6];

b) ensuring the safety of citizens of Uzbekistan and their family members abroad is
carried out in cooperation with internal affairs bodies, citizens' self-government bodies, and
diplomatic and consular missions within the system of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs [7].

c) preventive measures are carried out to ensure the safety of road users and prevent road
traffic accidents [8];

d) measures are taken to maintain public order in public places, streets, alleys, and
crowded areas [9];

d) a system for ensuring public safety in the organization and conduct of mass events will
be established[10];

e) measures will be implemented to protect the population, especially youth and children,
from the influence of terrorism, extremism, destructive ideas, and "mass culture" [11];

e) comprehensive work is being carried out to combat corruption, prevent it, and foster
an intolerant attitude in society[12].

Conclusions and recommendations. Analysis shows that the constitutional reforms being
implemented in Uzbekistan further increase the importance of cooperation between internal
affairs bodies and the mahalla seven in ensuring human rights and freedoms, strengthening the
rule of law, and guaranteeing public safety. The main legal basis of this cooperation is the norms
concerning the inviolability of property, the stability of the constitutional order, the rule of law,
and the security of the individual, society, and the state.
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At the same time, in practice, there remains a need to clarify powers, improve mutual
information exchange, and effectively organize preventive work.

In this regard, the following recommendations are provided: systematize the regulatory
framework for cooperation, clearly define the boundaries of powers, expand the use of digital
systems in prevention, and strengthen targeted work with the population.

Overall, the development of this cooperation is of great importance in strengthening the
rule of law and civil society.
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