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The teaching of Latin in medical education has traditionally relied on memorization and
grammar-translation methods. However, modern pedagogical trends emphasize
communicative approaches that enhance students’ engagement and practical understanding.
This study investigates the effectiveness of communicative language teaching (CLT) in
improving medical students’ acquisition of Latin terminology. A mixed-method research design
was employed, involving pre- and post-tests, classroom observations, and student feedback.
The findings indicate that communicative approaches significantly improve students’ retention,
comprehension, and ability to use medical terminology in context. The study suggests
integrating communicative strategies into Latin language instruction to enhance learning
outcomes in medical education.
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Introduction

Latin remains a fundamental component of medical education due to its central role in
anatomical, clinical, and pharmaceutical terminology. Despite its importance, many medical
students find Latin difficult and disengaging when taught through traditional methods focused
on rote memorization and translation [2].

Recent developments in language pedagogy highlight the effectiveness of communicative
language teaching (CLT), which emphasizes interaction, context, and meaningful
communication [5]. While CLT is widely applied in modern language teaching, its
implementation in teaching classical languages like Latin—especially in medical contexts—
remains underexplored.

This study aims to evaluate the effectiveness of communicative approaches in teaching
Latin to medical students. The research seeks to answer the following questions:

Does the communicative approach improve students’ understanding of medical Latin
terminology?

How does it affect student engagement and motivation?

What challenges arise in implementing communicative methods in Latin instruction?

Methods

This study employed a quasi-experimental mixed-methods design to evaluate the
effectiveness of communicative language teaching (CLT) in comparison with traditional
grammar-translation methods. The quantitative component focused on measuring students’
academic performance through pre- and post-tests, while the qualitative component explored
students’ perceptions, engagement levels, and classroom interaction patterns
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This study employed a mixed-method approach combining quantitative and qualitative
data. The experimental design included a control group (traditional method) and an
experimental group (communicative approach).

Participants

The participants were 60 first-year medical students from a medical university. They
were divided equally into two groups:

Control group (30 students)

Experimental group (30 students)

Procedure

The study was conducted over 8 weeks:

The control group was taught using grammar-translation and memorization techniques.

The experimental group was taught using communicative methods, including:

Role-plays (doctor-patient interactions)

Case-based discussions

Terminology games

Collaborative tasks

The experimental group was taught using communicative language teaching strategies
designed to promote interaction and contextual learning. The instructional framework
included:

Role-plays: Simulated doctor-patient and pharmacist-patient interactions using Latin-
based terminology

Case-based learning: Analysis of simplified clinical cases requiring interpretation of Latin
terms

Task-based activities: Group tasks such as matching terms with definitions, problem-
solving, and terminology classification

Games and quizzes: Interactive activities to reinforce vocabulary retention

Collaborative learning: Pair and group work to encourage peer interaction

All materials were adapted to ensure that Latin terminology was presented in authentic
medical contexts, linking language learning with professional application.

Data Collection

Data were collected through:

Pre-test and post-test assessments

Classroom observation

Student questionnaires

Data Analysis

Quantitative data were analyzed using statistical comparison of test scores, while
qualitative data were interpreted through thematic analysis.

Results

The results demonstrated a significant improvement in the experimental group compared
to the control group.

Test Scores:

The experimental group showed a 30% increase in post-test scores, while the control
group improved by only 12%.

Engagement:
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Classroom observations indicated higher participation and interaction in the
experimental group.

Retention:

Students taught through communicative methods retained terminology more effectively
and used terms correctly in context.

Student Feedback:

85% of students in the experimental group reported that the communicative approach
made learning more interesting and easier to understand.

These findings confirm that communicative approaches positively impact both cognitive
and affective aspects of learning [3].

Discussion

The findings of this study provide strong evidence that the communicative language
teaching (CLT) approach significantly enhances the acquisition of medical Latin among medical
students. The results demonstrate not only improved academic performance but also increased
student engagement, motivation, and contextual understanding of terminology.

One of the key findings is the substantial improvement in post-test scores observed in the
experimental group compared to the control group. This supports previous research indicating
that active and communicative learning environments facilitate deeper cognitive processing
and long-term retention of vocabulary [3]. Unlike traditional grammar-translation methods,
which often rely on rote memorization, the communicative approach enables students to
associate Latin terms with meaningful medical contexts, thereby strengthening semantic
connections.

Furthermore, the increased level of classroom interaction observed in the experimental
group highlights the importance of student-centered learning. Through role-plays, case-based
discussions, and collaborative tasks, students were able to actively engage with the material
rather than passively receive information. This aligns with the principles of CLT, which
emphasize authentic communication and learner autonomy [2]. As noted by Larsen-Freeman,
meaningful interaction plays a crucial role in language acquisition, particularly in specialized
domains such as medical education [4].

Another important aspect revealed by the study is the positive impact of communicative
methods on student motivation. The questionnaire results showed that a majority of students
perceived the CLT-based lessons as more interesting and less difficult. This finding is consistent
with research suggesting that interactive and task-based learning environments reduce anxiety
and increase learners’ confidence [5]. In the context of medical Latin, which is often perceived
as a “dead” or overly complex language, enhancing motivation is particularly critical for
successful learning outcomes.

In addition, the ability of students in the experimental group to use terminology
accurately in context suggests that communicative approaches contribute to the development
of practical language skills. This is especially relevant for medical students, who must apply
Latin terminology in real-life clinical settings, such as reading prescriptions, understanding
diagnoses, and interpreting medical documentation. Therefore, CLT not only improves
linguistic competence but also supports the development of professional competence [1].

Despite these positive outcomes, the study also identified several challenges associated
with implementing communicative approaches in teaching Latin. One major limitation is the

»
y 4

IBAST | Volume 6, Issue 04, April

%




INTERNATIONAL BULLETIN OF APPLIED SCIENCE IBAST

AND TECHNOLOGY IF=9.2 ISSN: 2750-3402

time constraint, as interactive activities require more classroom time compared to traditional
lectures. Additionally, there is a lack of specialized teaching materials designed specifically for
communicative Latin instruction in medical contexts. Teachers may also face difficulties due to
insufficient training in applying CLT techniques effectively.

Another limitation of the study is the relatively small sample size and short duration of
the intervention. While the results are promising, they may not be fully generalizable to all
medical institutions. Future research should consider larger samples, longer intervention
periods, and the inclusion of multiple institutions to increase external validity.

Moreover, further studies could explore the integration of digital technologies, such as
online platforms, mobile applications, and artificial intelligence tools, to enhance
communicative learning. Combining CLT with technology-enhanced learning may provide even
more effective and flexible solutions for teaching medical Latin in modern educational
environments.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that communicative approaches significantly improve the
effectiveness of teaching Latin to medical students. The findings highlight increased student
engagement, better retention of terminology, and enhanced practical application.

It is recommended that:

Medical universities integrate communicative methods into Latin courses

Teachers receive training in modern pedagogical techniques

New teaching materials be developed to support communicative learning.

Future research may explore the integration of digital tools and artificial intelligence in
teaching medical Latin.
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