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Abstract

Academic voice is an important aspect of successfully participating in higher level
education, as it helps students to share their ideas, situate arguments and engage critically with
knowledge. However, many university students have trouble developing academic voice,
especially in second language situations, because they have not been exposed to authentic
academic discourse. This article explores the role of TED Talk-based instruction in aiding the
development of academic voice in the higher education. Using qualitative research design, the

study examines what occurs in instruction and feedback from undergraduate students and
instructors involved in TED talk-based learning activities. The findings suggest that being
exposed to TED Talks positively benefits the students' awareness and skills of rhetorical stance,
argument structure, and lexical choice, which can help to support more confident and coherent
expression in academic activities. The study concludes that TED Talks are a useful pedagogical
tool in cultivating academic voice in the university-level language classroom.
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Introduction

In higher education, students are expected to not only learn disciplinary content but also
to communicate ideas with clarity, criticality and power. The capacity to engage the academic
voice - defined as the capacity to present arguments, evaluate evidence and place oneself within
the academic discourse - is key to success in university versions of academic life. Nevertheless,
many students have difficulty with this voice development, especially if academic instruction
focuses on content mastery rather than communicative competence. One of the factors
contributing to this challenge is a lack of exposure to genuine models of modern-day academic
communication. Traditional academic texts are often written in a very formalized language, and
may hide from the reader the processes that scholars and experts use to actively construct
arguments and engage their audiences. TED Talks are considered (in the sense of being a public
academic discourse) accessible but intellectually rigorous examples of how ideas are
communicated in higher education contexts. This article examines the use of Ted Talk based
instruction to facilitate the development of academic voice among university students.

Literature Review

Academic voice has been discussed widely in the field of applied linguistics and in higher
education research. Hyland (2005) defines academic voice as "the interaction of writer identity,
writer stance and disciplinary conventions." Developing an academic voice includes knowing
how to make academic claims, how to critique knowledge, and how to engage with other
perspectives in academically appropriate ways. Research suggests that students frequently
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have a problem pronouncing their voice because of the lack of certainty about who they are
communicating to and how. According to Ivanitch (1998), academic voice is a close relation of
identity, for students have to negotiate personal expression within institutional expectations.
This is a challenge for second language learners especially as they may use a lot of impersonal
or formulaic language. Authentic input has been shown to facilitate the acquisition of academic
discourse competence. Swales and Feak (2012) stress that real academic communication
exposure helps the internalization of rhetorical structure and lexical patterns for the learner.
TED Talks are a modern version of the academic discourse that employs authoritative
information gathered from expert knowledge combined with effective rhetoric. As mentioned
in Hyland (2016), a number of observations of how the experts situated arguments and engaged
audiences can help students build self-assurance and clarity in their own scholarly articulation.
Furthermore, multimodal discourse analysis emphasises the function of intonation, gesture and
visual support in the process of meaning-making (Kress, 2010). While written academic texts
are the core of higher education, spoken academic discourse is critical in developing the
students understanding of argumentation and position. TED Talks are thus an abundant source
for investigating the construction of academic voice in actual communicative situations.

Methodology

This study is a qualitative research design with the focus on TED Talk based instruction
in higher education language courses. Data were gathered by using curriculum analysis and
semi-structured interviews with 33 undergraduate students and 6 instructors. The
instructional activities involved guided analysis of TED Talks, identifying stance markers and
rhetorical moves, vocabulary analysis, as well as reflective speaking and writing activities.
Students were challenged to examine ways that speakers introduced thoughts and
communicated evaluation and engaged audiences. Follow-up tasks required students to use
these strategies in short presentations and written reflections. Data was analyzed thematically
to determine patterns that related to academic voice development.

Results

Observed Effect Description Students (%)

Rhetorical Awareness | Improved understanding of argument structure, | 81%
stance, and audience engagement in academic
discourse.

Confidence in | Increased confidence in expressing academic | 75%
Academic Expression | ideas orally and in written tasks.

More effective use of evaluative language, stance
Lexical and Stance | markers, and discipline-appropriate | 69%
Development vocabulary.

The results showed that TED Talk-based instruction led to positive student's academic
voice development: Rhetorical awareness: 81% of the students reported better understanding
of the organization and presentation of arguments. Confidence in Presentation: 75% showed
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more confidence in presenting academic ideas orally and in writing. Lexical and Stance
Development 69% improved their use of evaluative language and markers of stance.
Instructors reported that students became more comfortable expressing original thoughts and
less dependent on formula academic phrases.

Discussion

The findings add to the existing research into the importance of authentic discourse
exposure in the development of academic voice (Hyland, 2005; Swales & Feak, 2012). TED Talks
give students real-life examples of how experts communicate difficult concepts without losing
clarity and engagement. By analyzing these models, students gain insight about rhetorical
choices that construct academic voice. Moreover, TED Talk-based instruction is aiding in
identity formation in an academic setting. As Ivanitch (1998) argues, creating an academic
voice is negotiating between authority and self-representation. The accessible yet authoritative
nature of TED Talks enables students to see themselves as part of the academic discourse as
legitimate discourse participants. The multimodal characteristics of TED Talks further provide
for comprehension and engagement which contributes to a deeper understanding of the
creation of meaning (Kress, 2010).

Conclusion

This study has demonstrated that the use of TED Talk-based instruction is an effective
method for the development of academic voice in higher education. By exposing students to
authentic models of academic discourse, TED Talks help to improve rhetorical awareness,
confidence and expressive competence. Integrating TED Talks into University language
instruction can therefore support the ability of students to communicate more fully and
confidently in the academic classroom. Future research may look at longitudinal effects of TED
Talk-based instruction on academic writing and disciplinary learning.
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