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Abstract. The article highlights that agro-clusters have significant potential for
achieving high rates of agricultural production, economic and social development in rural
areas, and that the further accelerated and sustainable development and modernization of the
sector are directly linked to the competitiveness of fruit and vegetable growing.
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Agriculture occupies an important place in the economy of Uzbekistan, accounting for
25% of GDP, employing more than a quarter of the labor force of Uzbekistan. Uzbekistan, in
turn, not only meets the needs of its population, but also engages in the export of agricultural
products and has great opportunities in this area.

The Decree of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan dated January 28, 2022 No.
UP-60 "On the Development Strategy of New Uzbekistan for 2022-2026," the Resolution of the
President of the Republic of Uzbekistan dated March 14, 2019 No. PP-4239 "On Measures for
the Development of Agricultural Cooperation in the Fruit and Vegetable Industry,” the
Resolution of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan dated December 11, 2019 No. PP-
4549 "On Additional Measures for the Further Development of the Fruit and Vegetable and
Viticulture Industry, the Creation of a Value Chain in the Industry" are the main legislative
acts that address the tasks facing this industry.

In accordance with the Decree of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan dated
March 29,2018 No. UP-4947 "

Presidential Decree No. UP-5388 of October 23, 2019 "On Additional Measures for the
Accelerated Development of Fruit and Vegetable Growing in the Republic of Uzbekistan" and

"On Approving the Strategy for the Development of Agriculture of the Republic of
Uzbekistan for 2020-2030," as well as in the Decrees of the President of the Republic of
Uzbekistan dated October 17, 2018 No. PP-3978 "On Additional Measures to Increase the
Efficiency of Promoting Fruit and Vegetable Products to Foreign Markets," dated November
23, 2021 No. PP-20 "On Measures for the Development of Family Entrepreneurship in Fruit
and Vegetable Growing and Viticulture, Increasing the Share of Dehkan Farms in Agricultural
Production,” dated June 28, 2021.

The degree to which economic relations in the fruit and vegetable sector are organized
in accordance with the requirements of a market economy determines the level of economic
development of the fruit and vegetable sector and the economic efficiency of product
cultivation. In market conditions, the increase in the volume and quality of fruit and vegetable
production is primarily determined by the presence of market demand for the products being
grown. Also, the quality of the product, the_amount of resources spent on its cultivation,
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stimulate changes in the volume of demand in the market. Therefore, in fruit and
vegetable farms, there is a growing need for scientifically based placement of varieties of fruit
and vegetable crops that meet the requirements of the domestic and foreign markets,
corresponding to the natural and climatic conditions of each region with high early maturity,
yield, and consumer quality.

The purpose of forming clusters is to orient enterprises of the same industry located
within the city, district, and region and harmonizing educational, scientific, engineering,
consulting, standardization, certification, application of innovative technologies, and other
services in a single technological chain with them to create competitive goods based on the
organization of innovative production.

One of the pressing problems of the modern world is ensuring food security and food
security of countries.

Agroclusters and state policy:

Many countries support the development of agro-clusters, as this contributes to the
modernization of agriculture and the strengthening of the rural economy. Financial
assistance, education, and training will be organized through state programs.

Thanks to the significant work carried out in this direction in recent years, the common
interests of producers and processors of products using the cluster method are ensured.
Cluster participants are taking the initiative to solve the accumulated problems in the
industry by bringing industry to rural areas. Most importantly, clusters provide employment
for people, who work year-round and receive a monthly salary.

The activities of the agro-cluster are carried out in the following areas:

- based on the study of advanced foreign experience in fruit and vegetable growing, their
wide use in regional conditions, as well as attracting foreign specialists to the introduction of
the cluster system in the fruit and vegetable industry;

- production of agricultural products that fully meet the requirements of the foreign
market, development and further development of their selection and seed production in the
country;

- it is recommended to introduce a system that fully covers the process of planting high-
yielding fruit and vegetable crops, growing, storing, processing and selling products, as well as
modern innovative, resource-saving technologies into the process of growing fruit and
vegetable products and compliance with phytosanitary rules.
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-

enterprises for the procurement,
storage, transportation, and processing
of fruit and vegetable products with
stable economic ties and advanced
production technologies

-

other legal :ntities whose foreign and domc< stic investors
participation in the creation

of clusters is not prohibited

by law

a fruit and vegetable when establishing a fruit
cluster is created by its and vegetable cluster, its
participants on a voluntary founders retain  their
basis. independence.

Figure 1. Founders of the cluster.

The issue of forming clusters in the textile and light industry of Uzbekistan is extremely
relevant, and its positive solution is expedient to form on a national scale in a vertical and
horizontal system, based on determining the socio-economic conditions of the regions, the
competitive environment and clustering opportunities, as well as in regions where specialized
education and science are developing.

There are problems in the regulation of agro-clusters. The issues of accelerated
development of agriculture, increasing its economic efficiency, improving the living conditions
of the rural population, and ensuring their interest are connected with the modern method of
production in the industry - the cluster system. However, the experience of the past period
shows that there are a number of problems in the legal regulation of clusters.

Including:

-the legal status of the agro-industrial cluster is not defined, that is, regulatory legal acts
do not contain the status of the agro-industrial cluster, its criteria and grounds for liquidation;

-there is no unified approach to the organization of agro-industrial clusters.

-fruit and vegetable clusters are established on the basis of a trilateral agreement
concluded between the initiator, local government bodies and the Ministry of Agriculture,
rice-growing clusters - on the basis of a bilateral agreement concluded between the initiator
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and local government bodies;
-relations between agro-industrial clusters and the state are not regulated;
-there is a practice of mandatory assignment of farms to agro-industrial clusters;
- there is no unified approach to the allocation of land plots to agro-industrial clusters;
-there is no system for the formation of agricultural cooperatives, which will be the main

N\

impetus for the development of agro-clusters;
-mental (psychological) unpreparedness for establishing cooperative relations and free
association, lack of self-management skills in economic management;
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relations between agro-industrial clusters and the state are not regulated;

there is a practice of mandatory assignment of farms to agro-industrial clusters;

- there is no unified approach to the allocation of land plots to agro-industrial clusters;

There is no system for the formation of agricultural cooperatives, which will be the main
impetus for the development of agro-clusters.

CONCLUSIONS AND PROPOSALS. Economic growth of the fruit and vegetable sector
should not be achieved by further expanding the use of existing domestic resources, but by
introducing a system of competitive production cooperation and clusters that meet modern
requirements in terms of product quality.

For the sustainable development of the industry in the conditions of Uzbekistan, it is
advisable to pay attention to:

- further strengthening of financial incentives for the activities of exemplary enterprises
operating in rural areas, directly specializing in the innovative resource-saving storage and
processing of agricultural products, introducing tax, customs, and other benefits for them;

- the creation of export-credit organizations or assigning the solution of these issues to
the responsible ministries and departments in order to provide comprehensive practical
assistance to the entrepreneur in issues of pre-export lending, insurance, occupying a place in
foreign markets, "geographical, economic, financial and qualitative risks," transport and
logistics, obtaining appropriate certificates, food security (FSA), and standards, ensuring
participation in international exhibitions and fairs;

- Implementation of the "Fruit and Vegetable Clinic" service.
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