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Abstract. The given article discusses the Using Videos in Education. A lot of time and 

resources are currently being invested into technologies and applications that have yet to be 

proven to be effective or efficient when compared to more traditional classroom learning 

contexts. Teachers and schools need to think carefully about when, why and how to use 

technologies as well as evaluating their efficiency and effectiveness.  

Key words: real-world video, news reports, documentaries, scenes from TV shows, music 

videos, instructional videos, interviews, digital technology 

In the modern world of language teaching, many teachers heavily rely on using real-world 

videos as a teaching resource. A real-world video is a video which was not made or intended 

to be used specifically for language lessons—for example, news reports, documentaries, 

scenes from TV shows, trailers, music videos, instructional videos, interviews, performances, 

etc. Using a real-world video can lead to student growth and progress, and increase students’ 

confidence in using their language skills in real life. Let’s dive into some of the advantages of 

using real-world videos as a tool for teaching a language. 

1. Exposure to unfamiliar accents, tones, pronunciation, & terminology 

Video gives learners a truly authentic learning experience. It can take the learner away from 

the teacher’s voice for a period of time and allows the learners to hear multiple speakers using 

the language in natural contexts. Why does this help with their learning? Well, it's quite 

common for students to understand their teacher probably better than many other English 

speakers for two reasons – the first reason being that students are often used to the teacher’s 

voice. And the second is that teachers often grade their language down a bit when speaking 

with their students, and tend to speak a bit more clearly, simply, and slowly, in order for 

students to understand them. Language teachers are often aware that they speak differently 

to their friends at home compared with their students in their classes. 

Therefore, when students watch a video with someone else using the target language, they get 

a break from the teacher’s voice and must train their ear to different voices, accents, tones, 

pronunciation, and terminology. Consequently, it becomes an incredibly beneficial experience 

for learners to train their listening comprehension skills. 

2. Activates two channels for learning 

Language learners benefit immensely from watching videos because they must 

simultaneously activate two sensory channels – listening and viewing. Simply put, when you 

watch a video, you hear the sound and see the motion picture at the same time. This helps 

learners ‘fill in the gaps’ – if there are unknown words, terminology, or expressions to 

students while watching a video, they have the visual element, as well as contextual dialogue 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.5584563
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or speech, to help them supplement those missing gaps and help them contextualize 

the new language. 

Vocabulary is learned much more effectively when matched with visuals/video rather than 

definitions/explanations. Language learners tend to remember the imagery, visuals, sounds, 

objects, faces, and voices in the context of the video, and therefore build a stronger mental 

association to the vocabulary words that were used in the video. 

3. Topical and cultural value 

We’re bombarded with videos all day online and on social media – it has become such a 

normalized medium for communication, information, entertainment, advertising, and art. 

There are videos used in a variety of contexts in just about any industry, and no matter what 

the learners’ interests are, there are most likely videos somewhere on the web that are 

relevant to and suit their interests. 

The types of video mentioned above can also be valuable in terms of cultural education. When 

learners are exposed to real-world videos, it can help them learn about the culture and get to 

know the people, customs, beliefs, sports, foods, lifestyles, and values of those who speak the 

target language. This is useful because the more someone is educated in culture, the more 

they develop open-mindedness and, in turn, the likelihood of developing intercultural 

empathy – an important trait in today’s globalized world. 

   Take for example, a class watching a video about the sport of Irish hurling. Since 

hurling is quite specific to Ireland only, the students are learning something new about Irish 

culture. And lastly, back to the point about exposure mentioned earlier—if they’re watching a 

video about Irish hurling, they’re likely listening to someone talk about hurling with an Irish 

accent. 

4. Trains understanding and encourages speaking skills 

Although watching videos would be considered a passive activity, videos are often full of 

content that can then be turned active. Basically, they provoke a reaction from students and 

can inspire students to speak their mind about the topics or themes presented in the video, 

and they help plant the seed for great classroom discussion. In other words, watching videos 

helps your students train their listening comprehension, and then in turn also encourages 

them to share their opinion about the topic, speak about their own experiences, and relate to 

the topic personally. These are skills that are important to develop for any language learner. 

Video is also used as a medium for artistic and creative expression it often tells a story which 

can allow the viewer to make a special emotional connection with the content. Emotion often 

leads to motivation, inspiration, and creative expression. Contribution from students in 

response to watching a video is often higher in comparison with reading a text, and it’s a tool 

for providing a balanced learning experience of both passive and active student engagement. 

5. Linguistic value and the level of student engagement 

Perhaps the most significant value of using videos in your lessons is how they can be used to 

help your students grow and make progress linguistically. Videos are inherently packed with 

natural linguistic material – there is so much you can extract from a video and turn into an 

educational activity to help students build their vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation, 

listening, speaking, and more. It can be very effective to take a short, engaging video and then 

transform its contents into a lesson plan with different kinds of activities, designed to help 

learners improve their core skills. 
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  Even though the aim of the lesson should be linguistic development, videos can 

also provide value in terms of student engagement as well. When students are interested or 

engaged in the lesson topics, they tend to be more motivated to learn. Many teachers agree 

that playing videos for students creates a lively classroom atmosphere. You might even 

spontaneously come up with some new questions or activities for your students while the 

video is playing, which you can then use to generate additional discussion with them after 

viewing. All in all, using video is a great tool to step up student engagement. 

Remember that real-world videos can be a great tool to help your students develop their 

language skills. Both students and teachers typically enjoy working with videos and I 

encourage all language teachers to incorporate them somehow into lessons. Connecting with 

students and their own opinions, experiences, and stories related to the lesson topics can help 

teachers build great relationships with their students! 

In the current pandemic, where all students and educators are confined to their homes, the 

use of videos in terms of education has become even more important. 

In the field of education, there is a growing desire to move away from traditional textbooks to 

more holistic audio-visual learning. The latter is useful for both students and teachers in 

today's technologically advanced world. As a supplement to traditional textbooks, videos 

improve the quality of traditional and non-traditional teaching. 

6. Pupils focus on visual stimuli 

Thanks to the technology that controls our lives, we are used to staring at screens for long 

periods of time. 

Today's learners can be easily stimulated visually because of their connection to technology. 

With visual stimulation, the student is more engaged with the concept being taught to them. It 

also leaves a clearer mark on students' memories, making them ideal for keeping video 

information between readings. 

7. Video is a comprehensive method of teaching 

The combined use of speech, text and visuals allows the teacher to get to the heart of the 

matter more quickly than traditional teaching allows. This allows for more content and 

communication in a shorter amount of time that successfully holds students' attention. 

These videos don't have to be complicated. At its most basic, an instructional video can consist 

of audio and on-screen text, almost similar to lyric videos. This type of video footage allows 

for more visualization. If audio and text are combined in a lesson, it is easier for students' 

brains to absorb and remember the message or lesson. 

8. Digital Literacy 

Today's students should not think of institutional education and digital literacy as two 

separate things. These should be considered integral aspects of the educational process. 

Digital literacy is an essential skill for almost every job in the 21st century. 

If students are educated in these two aspects, they will be more confident and skilled than in 

the traditional schooling process. Students shoot videos, edit them with an online video 

editor, and present their videos, gaining practical skills they will need later in life. 

Teaching using classroom films is also becoming popular, provided the appropriate 

equipment is provided. However, the effect of the video may be impaired due to the nature of 

the technological gadget used or poor connection. 
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This encourages teachers to play the aforementioned movies on different platforms, 

depending on the quality of the video and the type of equipment they, as well as the students, 

own. 

9.It has incredible comfort 

YouTube, one of the most popular video platforms in the world, is not only a source of 

entertainment. If you want to learn a new skill, the material for this is available on the 

platform, and you can find thousands of resources and courses in minutes by entering the 

necessary keywords in the search field. 

The best thing about video-based learning is that you can learn at your own pace and in the 

comfort of your own home. 

10. Distance learning opportunities are growing rapidly 

The market for online courses is exploding. Many institutions are taking advantage of this 

trend by using Internet videos for teaching. Not only does this show that the school can reach 

more students, but it also increases the organization's ability to generate revenue. 

Using videos in online courses eliminates the need for universities to pay full-time instructors 

to teach the course. It is important to be aware of the etiquette of respecting the intellectual 

property of others, and it is essential for educational institutions to ensure that videos used in 

online courses have the appropriate permissions. 

Conclusion 

Video training is a great idea. When students have trouble with a particular aspect of the 

activity, the teacher should pause the video. 

If students are using the videos independently, they have the opportunity to review them 

again and again until they fully understand the point. This gives students more opportunities 

to use newly learned information and skills. 

Importantly, videos can be used to review and reinforce student concepts that require further 

explanation. 

As a teacher, the goal is to increase students' interest in reading and actively involve them in 

the learning process. 

To this end, videos are an engaging learning tool that provides more interest and enjoyment 

than traditional printed materials. They are a great tool for children who are auditory or 

visual learners because it combines sight and sound, which ensures that the child does not 

miss out at the same time. 

Video excites and engages students, creates and sustains interest, and provides teachers with 

an innovative and effective way to address and deliver key curriculum topics. 
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