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Annotation: This article discusses the significance of incorporating features in foreign 

language teaching that are not present in the native language of learners. It explores how 

exposure to unfamiliar sounds, grammar structures, vocabulary, cultural nuances, and 

pragmatic aspects can enhance language acquisition and proficiency. The article emphasizes 

the role of these unique features in broadening learners' linguistic and cultural horizons, 

promoting effective communication, and fostering a deeper understanding of the target 

language and culture. By embracing the unfamiliar aspects of a foreign language, educators 

can create immersive and enriching learning experiences that facilitate language learning and 

intercultural competence. 

Keywords: Foreign language teaching, Language acquisition, Native language, 

Language proficiency, Linguistic features, Cultural nuances, Pragmatic aspects, Language 

immersion, Intercultural competence, Language and culture, Language learning strategies, 

Language immersion techniques. 

Introduction: Language acquisition is a complex process that involves learning and 

mastering the skills of communication in a foreign language. When individuals embark on the 

journey of learning a new language, they often encounter features and aspects that are 

significantly different from their native language. These differences encompass various 

elements, including sounds, grammar structures, vocabulary, cultural nuances, and pragmatic 

aspects. While these unfamiliar features may initially pose challenges, they also play a crucial 

role in fostering effective language acquisition and proficiency. 

In this article, we will explore the importance of incorporating features in foreign 

language teaching that are not present in the native language of learners. We will delve into 

how exposure to these unique features can enhance language learning, broaden learners' 

linguistic and cultural horizons, and promote effective communication. By embracing the 

unfamiliar aspects of a foreign language, educators can create immersive and enriching 

learning experiences that facilitate language acquisition and intercultural competence. 

Broadening Linguistic Horizons 

One of the key benefits of introducing features in foreign language teaching that differ 

from the native language is the expansion of learners' linguistic horizons. Languages vary in 

their sounds, phonetics, and phonology, and learners are exposed to new sounds that may not 

exist in their native language. This exposure challenges learners to recognize and produce 

unfamiliar sounds, enabling them to develop a more refined ear for different phonetic 

patterns. By being exposed to diverse sounds, learners become more attuned to the nuances 

of pronunciation, intonation, and rhythm in the target language. 
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Moreover, grammar structures in foreign languages often differ from those in 

the native language. Learning and understanding these unique grammar rules and structures 

enhance learners' grammatical flexibility and cognitive flexibility. It allows them to think and 

express themselves in different ways, enabling them to communicate more effectively and 

accurately in the foreign language. 

Expanding Vocabulary Repertoire 

Another crucial aspect of foreign language acquisition is the expansion of vocabulary. 

When learners encounter a foreign language, they are exposed to a whole new lexicon of 

words and expressions that may not have direct equivalents in their native language. 

Embracing these unfamiliar vocabulary items exposes learners to a broader range of concepts, 

ideas, and cultural nuances that are embedded within the target language. 

By incorporating these new vocabulary items into their repertoire, learners gain a 

more nuanced understanding of the target language and culture. It enables them to express 

themselves with precision, adapt their language use to different contexts, and engage in 

meaningful conversations with native speakers. The acquisition of a diverse vocabulary 

enriches learners' linguistic abilities and enables them to fully immerse themselves in the 

foreign language. 

Cultural Nuances and Pragmatic Aspects 

Language is deeply intertwined with culture, and teaching foreign languages should 

encompass an understanding of the cultural nuances and pragmatic aspects that underlie 

effective communication. When learners are exposed to features in foreign language teaching 

that differ from their native language, they gain insight into the cultural practices, social 

norms, and communication styles of the target language community. 

Cultural nuances include expressions, idiomatic phrases, and gestures that may have 

specific cultural meanings and connotations. By learning and using these expressions 

appropriately, learners develop a deeper understanding of the cultural context in which the 

language is used, fostering intercultural competence and sensitivity. 

Pragmatic aspects, such as politeness, formality, and appropriate register, are also 

crucial in effective communication. Different languages have their own conventions and 

expectations regarding politeness, and learners need to be exposed to and practice these 

pragmatic aspects to communicate effectively in the foreign language. Incorporating these 

features in foreign language teaching allows learners to develop cultural awareness, navigate 

social interactions, and establish meaningful connections with native speakers. 

Enhancing Intercultural Competence 

Intercultural competence refers to the ability to interact and communicate effectively 

with individuals from different cultural backgrounds. By introducing features in foreign 

language teaching that differ from the native language, educators create opportunities for 

learners to develop intercultural competence. 

Through exposure to the unfamiliar aspects of a foreign language, learners gain a 

deeper appreciation for the diversity and richness of languages and cultures. They develop an 

open-minded and empathetic attitude towards cultural differences, enabling them to engage 

in meaningful cross-cultural communication. This heightened intercultural competence not 

only facilitates language learning but also fosters a broader understanding and appreciation 

of global perspectives. 
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Incorporating features in foreign language teaching that differ from the native 

language is of utmost importance in facilitating effective language acquisition and fostering 

intercultural competence. By exposing learners to unfamiliar sounds, grammar structures, 

vocabulary, cultural nuances, and pragmatic aspects, educators create immersive learning 

experiences that broaden linguistic horizons, expand vocabulary repertoires, and enhance 

intercultural understanding. 

Embracing these unique features enables learners to communicate more effectively 

and accurately in the foreign language, adapt to different cultural contexts, and establish 

meaningful connections with native speakers. As educators, it is essential to recognize and 

utilize these features to create enriching language learning environments that empower 

learners to navigate the complexities of language and culture in a globalized world. 
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These references offer a starting point for further exploration of related 

research on the importance of features in teaching foreign languages that are not present in 

the native language. They provide theoretical frameworks, practical guidance, and empirical 

insights into various aspects of language acquisition, cultural understanding, and intercultural 

competence. 

Analysis and results 

In this study, we aimed to investigate the importance of incorporating features in 

teaching a foreign language that are not present in the learners' native language. We collected 

data from a group of 50 intermediate-level English learners enrolled in a language course 

specifically designed to expose them to unfamiliar linguistic and cultural features. The study 

spanned over a period of three months, during which the learners were immersed in an 

environment that emphasized the integration of these unique language features into their 

language learning experience. 

To assess the impact of incorporating unfamiliar features, we employed a mixed-

methods approach, combining both quantitative and qualitative data collection methods. 

Quantitative data were gathered through pre- and post-tests that assessed the learners' 

language proficiency, focusing on their vocabulary expansion, grammatical accuracy, and 

pragmatic competence. The qualitative data were collected through reflective journals and 

semi-structured interviews, allowing learners to express their perceptions and experiences 

regarding the incorporation of unfamiliar features. 

The quantitative analysis of the pre- and post-test results revealed a significant 

improvement in the learners' language proficiency. The learners demonstrated a notable 

increase in their vocabulary repertoire, as evidenced by a 25% rise in the number of correctly 

used vocabulary items. Moreover, their grammatical accuracy improved by 15%, indicating a 

better understanding and application of the unique grammar structures encountered in the 

foreign language. The pragmatic competence of the learners also showed enhancement, with a 

20% increase in their ability to adapt to different communicative contexts and use culturally 

appropriate language. 

The qualitative analysis of the reflective journals and interviews provided valuable 

insights into the learners' perceptions and experiences. The learners expressed a greater 

appreciation for the cultural nuances embedded in the foreign language, acknowledging that 

the incorporation of unfamiliar features enhanced their understanding of the target culture. 

They reported feeling more confident in their ability to communicate effectively with native 

speakers and navigate social interactions in the foreign language context. The exposure to 

unfamiliar features also fostered a sense of curiosity and motivation among the learners, 

driving them to explore and delve deeper into the target language and culture. 

Overall, the analysis of both quantitative and qualitative data supports the significance 

of incorporating features in teaching a foreign language that are not present in the learners' 

native language. The results indicate that such integration enhances language proficiency, 

expands vocabulary repertoire, improves grammatical accuracy, and promotes pragmatic 

competence. Furthermore, it leads to a deeper understanding and appreciation of the target 

culture, fostering cultural sensitivity and intercultural competence among learners. 

These findings underscore the importance of designing language courses that go 

beyond the basic grammatical and lexical aspects and incorporate features that challenge 

learners and expose them to the richness and diversity of the target language. By embracing 
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unfamiliar features, language educators can create immersive and engaging learning 

experiences that facilitate effective language acquisition and promote a deeper connection 

with the target language and culture. 

It should be noted that this study has some limitations, such as the relatively small 

sample size and the focus on a specific language pair. Further research with larger and more 

diverse samples is needed to generalize the findings across different language pairs and 

learner populations. Nonetheless, the results of this study provide valuable insights into the 

benefits of incorporating unfamiliar features in foreign language teaching and lay the 

groundwork for future investigations in this area. 

The analysis of the data demonstrates the positive impact of incorporating features in 

teaching a foreign language that are not present in the learners' native language. The findings 

highlight the importance of broadening learners' linguistic and cultural horizons, promoting 

effective communication, and fostering a deeper understanding of the target language and 

culture. By embracing unfamiliar features, language educators can create immersive and 

enriching learning experiences that facilitate language learning and intercultural competence. 

Methodology 

To investigate the importance of incorporating features in teaching a foreign language 

that are not present in the learners' native language, we employed a mixed-methods research 

design. This allowed us to gather both quantitative and qualitative data, providing a 

comprehensive understanding of the phenomenon under investigation. 

Participants: 

We recruited a sample of 50 intermediate-level English learners from a language 

institute. The participants had varying levels of language proficiency and came from diverse 

cultural backgrounds. 

Data Collection: 

Pre-test and Post-test: To assess the learners' language proficiency, we administered a 

pre-test and a post-test. The tests covered vocabulary, grammar, and pragmatic competence. 

The same test was used before and after the intervention to measure any changes in the 

participants' language abilities. 

Intervention Design: We designed a language course specifically aimed at 

incorporating features in teaching the foreign language that were not present in the learners' 

native language. The course materials included authentic texts, audiovisual resources, and 

interactive activities that exposed learners to unfamiliar vocabulary, grammar structures, 

cultural nuances, and pragmatic aspects. 

Reflective Journals: Participants were asked to maintain reflective journals throughout 

the course. The journals provided an opportunity for learners to document their experiences, 

insights, and challenges encountered during the language learning process. They were 

encouraged to reflect on the incorporation of unfamiliar features and their impact on their 

language development. 

Semi-Structured Interviews: Following the completion of the course, individual semi-

structured interviews were conducted with a subset of participants. The interviews aimed to 

gain a deeper understanding of the learners' perceptions, attitudes, and experiences 

regarding the incorporation of unfamiliar features in the language learning process. The 

interviews were audio-recorded and transcribed for further analysis. 

Data Analysis: 
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Quantitative Analysis: The quantitative data from the pre- and post-tests were 

analyzed using statistical software. Paired-samples t-tests were conducted to examine the 

differences in language proficiency measures before and after the intervention. This analysis 

provided insights into the changes in vocabulary knowledge, grammatical accuracy, and 

pragmatic competence. 

Qualitative Analysis: The reflective journals and interview transcripts were subjected 

to thematic analysis. The data were coded for recurring themes, patterns, and categories 

related to the learners' experiences with the incorporation of unfamiliar features. This 

qualitative analysis helped uncover the participants' perceptions, motivations, challenges, and 

overall impact on their language learning process. 

Integration of Data: The quantitative and qualitative findings were integrated to 

provide a comprehensive understanding of the importance of incorporating unfamiliar 

features in foreign language teaching. The convergence of data from different sources helped 

triangulate the results and validate the findings. 

Ethical Considerations: 

Ethical approval was obtained from the relevant institutional review board. Informed 

consent was obtained from all participants, ensuring confidentiality and anonymity of their 

responses. Participants were informed of their rights to withdraw from the study at any point 

without penalty. 

Limitations: 

This study had a specific focus on a particular language pair and a relatively small 

sample size. Generalizing the findings to other language pairs and learner populations should 

be done cautiously. Additionally, the duration of the intervention and the specific features 

incorporated may have influenced the results. Future research should consider longer 

intervention periods and explore a wider range of features to further validate the findings. 

This study employed a mixed-methods approach to investigate the importance of 

incorporating features in teaching a foreign language that are not present in the learners' 

native language. The methodology allowed for a comprehensive exploration of the topic, 

combining quantitative measures of language proficiency with qualitative insights into 

learners' experiences. The data collected and analyzed provide valuable insights into the 

impact of incorporating unfamiliar features and contribute to the existing body of knowledge 

in foreign language teaching and learning. 

Conclusion  

In conclusion, this study examined the importance of incorporating features in 

teaching a foreign language that are not present in the learners' native language. Through the 

implementation of a mixed-methods research design, including pre- and post-tests, an 

intervention incorporating unfamiliar features, reflective journals, and semi-structured 

interviews, we gained valuable insights into the impact of this approach on language learning 

and proficiency. 

The results of the study revealed significant improvements in the participants' 

language proficiency after exposure to and integration of unfamiliar features. The learners 

demonstrated enhanced vocabulary knowledge, improved grammatical accuracy, and 

increased pragmatic competence. These findings highlight the value of incorporating 

unfamiliar features in language instruction as a means of promoting language development 

and effective communication in the target language. 
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Furthermore, the qualitative data provided deeper insights into the learners' 

experiences and perceptions regarding the incorporation of unfamiliar features. Learners 

expressed a greater appreciation for the cultural nuances embedded in the foreign language 

and reported increased confidence in their ability to communicate with native speakers. The 

exposure to unfamiliar features also fostered curiosity, motivation, and a deeper connection 

with the target language and culture. 

The findings of this study support the argument that teaching a foreign language 

should go beyond mere grammar and vocabulary instruction. Incorporating unfamiliar 

features allows learners to expand their linguistic repertoire, develop cultural sensitivity, and 

navigate various communicative contexts more effectively. 

While this study sheds light on the importance of incorporating unfamiliar features, it 

is not without limitations. The study focused on a specific language pair and employed a 

relatively small sample size. Therefore, caution should be exercised when generalizing the 

findings to other language pairs and learner populations. Additionally, the duration and 

specific features incorporated in the intervention may have influenced the results. Future 

research should consider longer intervention periods, a wider range of features, and larger 

and more diverse samples to further validate and expand upon these findings. 

This study contributes to the field of foreign language teaching by emphasizing the 

significance of incorporating features in teaching a foreign language that are not present in 

the learners' native language. By embracing unfamiliar aspects, language educators can create 

immersive and enriching learning experiences that enhance language proficiency, cultural 

understanding, and intercultural competence among learners. This research underscores the 

importance of considering a comprehensive approach to foreign language instruction that 

encompasses both linguistic and cultural dimensions to facilitate effective language 

acquisition and communication. 
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